What are your Digits?

Kevin Babbitt

This puzzle is based on making words out of phone numbers. There are several web sites that
automate this for you such as http://www.phonespell.org. Each humber comes out to several
possible words, but since the digits 0 and 1 don’t generally map to any letters, the third phone
number is a good place to start. The words we’re looking for are as follows:

423-4384 => 42-FIFTH
284-4735 => 2-THIRD-5
368-7841 => FOURTH-1
732-6639 => SECOND-9
752-7826 => 7-LAST-26
749-8422 => SIXTH-2
634-7782 => FIRST-82

The puzzle title provides the next clue — that the words are indexes into the phone numbers
themselves (the fifth digit of the first number, the third digit of the second number, etc.).
Indexing in such a way yields a new phone number, 347-3626, which spells FIREMAN.



